Toxic shock syndrome in three adolescent males.
Toxic shock syndrome (TSS) is associated with a spectrum of Staphylococcus aureus infections and is not just a disease of menstruating females. We report three cases of TSS in adolescent males. In one case the origin of infection was a cauterized wart that did not appear clinically infected. Two cases were associated with bacteremia and had demonstrable acute phase antibody to toxic shock syndrome toxin-1 (TSST-1). One of these patients died. The S. aureus strain from this patient did not produce TSST-1 but did produce enterotoxin D. The historical and clinical features of TSS are reviewed.